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Hamlet is a story of revenge. It revolves around a young prince who pledged to square up with the horrendous murder done to his father. You can find the indispensable elements of every story in this timeless classic --- love, lust and hatred. You can feel the hero’s struggle between two opposing forces: moral integrity and the burning desire to avenge his father’s death.
The story begins with the murder of Hamlet’s father, Old Hamlet, who was the king of Denmark. Old Hamlet was killed by his brother, Claudius, who eyed the crown with greed. He hungered for power. One night, Old Hamlet’s soul appeared, and told Hamlet the truth --- It was Claudius who killed him. Hamlet did not know whether that was true, but after he tested his uncle, Claudius, by acting out a play, he realized that Claudius was really the murderer. Hamlet started his revenge.
Later on, Hamlet talked with his mother, Gertrude, who was Old Hamlet’s wife originally and later remarried Claudius. Hamlet told the truth of Old Hamlet’s murder and discussed the incest between her and Claudius. Meanwhile, Polonius, Hamlet’s lover’s father, eavesdropped outside the room. Hamlet was afraid that was Claudius, so he killed him. 
When Claudius knew that Hamlet was going to kill him, he sent Hamlet to England. Ophelia, who was Hamlet’s lover, committed suicide when she knew that his father was killed by Hamlet. The story ends with the duel between Hamlet and Laertes, Ophelia’s big brother. Finally, Hamlet was able to take revenge for his father but at the same time he was killed as well.

I think this story is not just for entertainment, but at the same time, it engages us with conundrums.
Firstly, this story reflects the reality of society at that time (the Elizabethan period when William Shakespeare lived). It is not difficult to see people using different methods including those which are illegal method in their scrambles for power. However, did they make the right choice? No, they would be guilt-ridden, just like Claudius, whose own desire and lust turned him into an evil, and he was totally consumed by greed and lust.
On the other hand, anger, hatred and revengefulness had taken over Hamlet. Anger is a double-edged sword: When you are angry with someone, you are holding tight the knife. It does not just hurt your enemies or the ones you hate, but at the same time it is hurting yourself. Of course Hamlet has the right to take revenge for his father, but why doesn’t he observe Claudius’s administration first to see if Claudius is really a good king or not before making the decision to kill him? Just like in our society now, many people criticize the new government. Yes, we cannot deny that our chief executive has done lots of wrong things like cheating the public. However, should we observe carefully whether the administration of the government is useful and good for the Hong Kong citizens right before we criticize them or even ask them to step down?
In addition, a total of nine people were killed in the process of revenge (including Old Hamlet, Polonius, Ophelia, Laertes, Claudius, Gertrude, two Hamlet’s friends, and Hamlet). But, could their death have been avoided? Even though Hamlet had avenged his father’s death, did the end justify the means? Hamlet himself even died as well in the end. So, did it make sense? Perhaps, we should learn to forgive those who have harmed you. This may not be easy for everyone, but at least, you should try.
The next conundrum that we have to reflect on is about trust and betrayal. In the story, old Hamlet trusted his brother Claudius so much. However, Claudius betrayed Old Hamlet and even killed him. Hamlet also trusted Laertes that it would only be a pure knight fighting competition and he never thought about that Laertes was planning to kill him in the competition. In other words, Laertes also betrayed Hamlet, took advantage of Hamlet’s trust to him. In our real world, our friends often betray us and hurt us. But why does this phenomenon appear? Is this a kind of human nature? I think this is the biggest flaw of humanity.
The final lesson for us to think about is the notion of love. It is too early for a teenager like me to discuss this. However, this story makes me think about the true meaning of love. Gertrude, who was the queen and was Hamlet’s mother, was remarried to Claudius when Claudius got all the power in his hand. So did she really love Claudius or did she do so, just because Claudius had the power? 
I think this masterpiece is really meaningful and I strongly recommend this to you. Meanwhile, I hope you will not just read this book for entertainment, but to read with your heart and try to learn something from this timeless classic.
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